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Welcome and Introduction
As a young pastor I was given some sage like advice from an older seasoned
minister. “Chris, never be afraid to preach the Gospel with boldness! However,
go gently whenever you address the way people spend their money or parent
their children.” Those words of advice still make me laugh today. Over time, I
would have to agree that two of the most sensitive topics the Scriptures address
are finances and parenting. In this advance track workshop, we are going to
carefully venture into the subject of Christian parenting.
Our challenge is to take the principles being discussed in the UNSTUCK main
sessions and discover how these same freedom principles might provide greater
success in parenting. The possible directions for discussion and the potential for
interaction warrant an entire conference or extended study. But for today, we are
going to make the most of 60 minutes. Therefore, this advance workshop is
meant to be catalytic in nature. The information shared is meant to spur you on in
your journey of freedom and how the freedom message might be appropriated to
all aspects of life, including a biblical model for parenting.
The notes supplied for this workshop are excerpts taken from personal research.
The notes also reflect teaching outlines that have been generated over the last
twenty-five years of ministry, intentional parenting application and DiscipleshipCounseling. The calling of parenthood is sacred and must be stewarded with a
commitment to cooperate with God’s ways and will as the ultimate Father. We
are not without guidance. God has given us the supernatural revelation of the
Holy Bible. In it we find the precepts that lead to sound principles that ultimately
showcase the very person of God as Creator and Savior of mankind. These
same Scriptures, when received with open hearts and minds promise to produce
faith (Romans 10:17). Biblical faith has the power to ignite God’s grace (Eph. 2:6,
8). God’s grace is not only his favor in the form of provision, protection and
blessing, but it is also transformational. From the inside out, the grace of God
sanctifies our lives and those within our influence—especially our children.
So—Welcome! I trust and pray that in some significant way God will use our brief
time together to encourage you and inspire you in task of Christian parenting.
Chris Campbell
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Notes:	
  

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he
will not depart from it. (Proverbs 22:6 ESV)
Notice here that the principle given indicates an orientation that reinforces
a trustworthy rule of life.
Notice that training is not about the parent’s preference, but the pathway
of wisdom. Training of children involves taking the time to build trust with
our children. It involves taking the time to study and appreciate the way
God has designed their unique personalities. It involves an intentional
plan to address and restrain the sin nature that every child is born with. It
involves laying a foundation of truth in the mind. It involves praying
faithfully for the child’s spiritual rebirth, the conversion of death into life by
the grace through faith.
When a child who has been trained in righteousness comes to a saving
faith in Jesus Christ, obedience to the precepts of God’s Word can
become a supernatural work of the Holy Spirit. Rather than compliance to
rules being the end result, parenting can become the training up of a
responsible world changer who is equipped to go forth and live in the
fullest potential of eternal life.
Parenting is a most sacred calling. Your approach and success is directly
correlated to your own personal freedom in Christ and your understanding
of your identity in Christ. Parents who have unresolved spiritual,
interpersonal and/or intrapersonal conflict will be hindered in their
capacity to train up a child in an environment of grace. Therefore, it is
wise for a parent to work out their own salvation with reverence so that
they may faithfully impart grace, love, acceptance, and security,
significance___ the Way of Jesus to the child/children to whom they have
been entrusted.
Beginning in the way we mean to go begins with a firm grasp of identity;
both personal identity in Christ and the beginning point of identity of life
without Christ. With this context, the parent can effectively become an
ambassador of Christ and lead their child/children to freedom in Christ.
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Created to be united to God in relationship, mankind was designed
experience the blessings of Acceptance, Security, Significance and
Love.
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Sin severed mankind’s oneness with God and destroyed our Godcentered sense of wellness. Now, instead of an intuitive awareness
of God and his caregiving in our lives, children first look to parents
and/or earthly caregivers to meet their needs of acceptance,
security, significance and love, every rational child instinctively asks
4 Basic Questions:
1. Am I loved? Am I lovable?--Does my caregiver(s) love
me?
2. Can I get my own way?
3. Can I trust my caregiver(s)?
4. Will I trust my caregiver(s)?
Up to about 4 years of age, most children, in reasonably nurturing
environments will answer all 4 of these questions with “Yes”. But as
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life-stage development continues, the fallout out from original sin
becomes more and more evident.

While this reality is unfortunate, God has made a way for renewal
and eternal life through Jesus Christ. But the grace of God that
provides the gift of eternal life and oneness with God must be
preceded by personal faith (Ephesians 2: 1-10). Faith that is
centered on Christ, rooted in Truth and willing trust ignites a saving
grace (vss. 6,8). But even more, this same faith continues to ignite
a sanctifying grace that provides, protects and empowers life
transformation that will ultimately overcome the personal
dysfunction that exist as residue from the sin nature/old person who
was done away with at the point of conversion (Gal. 2:20, 2 Cor.
5:17,21).
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The saving grace that gives way to sanctifying grace ultimately
delivers prototypical design for humanity in all of its glory (Rom.
8:30).

New identity in Christ enables faith to grow and grace to abound.
Ultimately, with gratitude we can answer with gratitude and
confidence those questions that rose within us when we were just
learning to think:
1. Am I loved? Am I lovable?
Answer: Yes. I am deeply loved, accepted by God (Eph.
2:4-5).
2. Can I get my own way?
Answer: My natural impulses and reasoning are contrary to
God’s rightness. Therefore, I need to seek his way knowing
all the while that God will transform my understanding so
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that I will be able to supernaturally love what is right, believe
what is true and preserve what is sacred (Romans 12:1-2).
3. Can I trust God?
Answer: Yes. I have the full assurance that my life his
hidden with Christ in God. I am forever united to God
through Christ. Therefore, all the blessings, provision and
empowerment of God in Christ are afforded to me through
the Holy Spirit (Eph. 1: 1-14).
4. Will I trust God?
Answer: Yes. By keeping my focus on Jesus, the author and
finisher of my faith (Heb. 12:2), I can not only be a hearer of
the Word, but a doer of the Word (Jas. 1:22) and learn to
walk by faith which will confirm that I am more than a
conqueror as a victorious Christian (Rom. 8:37; 2 Cor. 5:7).
For sure, these are essential thoughts of eternal truth and doctrine
that produce true freedom in the life of every born-again Christian.
But how is it that our children can learn such weighty
concepts?

Answer: Biblical Parenting provides the
framework that ultimately enables a biblical
worldview and personal faith in the Creator
God to be established and grown in the
hearts and minds of our children.

Parental Influence is unmatched
Who can argue the importance of the role parents play in the life of
their children? A simple search on the Internet produces an
abundance of secular studies that all confirm the undeniable impact
parents have in both positive and negative ways. Therefore, it
should come as no surprise that the wisdom of the Bible exhorts
parents to take their assignment seriously. You and I, as parents,
guardians, caregivers, and parent-figures, have it within our power
to train our children in the way they should go.
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Can we find examples of these parenting styles in the Scriptures?
Negligent—How about Jacob and the way he parented 10 out of
his 12 sons (Gen 37)? The Judge Samuel also seems to have been
a disengaged parent (1 Sam. 7:15 – 8:3).
Permissive—How about Sampson’s parents (Judges 14:1-3)? Or
Eli the High Priest (1 Sam. 3:12-14).
Authoritarian—King Saul (1 Sam 14:24-46)? Or the way the
Pharisees attempted to parent the Israelites during the time of
Jesus (Matt. 23:13-36)
Authoritative—The standard of the Law and the covering of
Grace (Romans 7:7- 8:39)
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Without the black velvet of the law we would
never appreciate the diamond of the Gospel of
Jesus.

How then do we parent in an authoritarian manner with
high control and high support?
By instilling a resilient sense of family identity that reflects the
precepts and principles of God’s Word and his supportive heart as
a father.
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Positive family identity is the #1
defense against negative peer pressure
and immoral cultural influence.

How can identity insulate our child’s mind from negative
influence that would draw them away from truth of God’s
Word and the beauty of the Gospel of Jesus Christ?

Help them to develop an understanding of identity in Christ
by first establishing a family identity that reflects God’s
precepts, principles and his personality.

Proper Family Identity Paves the Way for
Identity in Christ
Do not underestimate the power of your family identity. Identity
association is a visible life-on-life dynamic found in all human
relationships. It is a socializing process by which a person
identifies himself with a group he is familiar with, attracted to, or
feels empathy with. We derive from our identity associations our
sense of belonging, and we give back to these associations varying
degrees of allegiance.
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Among behavioral scientists, it is commonly accepted that teens are
driven by a natural quest to find their own identity, and that they use
peers to help establish and then validate what they believe. However,
that’s not true of teens who are members of an interdependent family—
that is, where family members are mutually dependent upon each other.
Within the comfortable confines of the interdependent family, parents, not
peers, usually have the greater influence.
The very nature of progressive development reveals that teens choose
their community identity (that is, their peer friends) only after their family
identity is: 1) established, and 2) accepted or rejected. If the family is
accepted as the primary source of values and comfort, then the teen not
only identifies with home, but also makes friends from among those
possessing similar values. This creates positive peer pressure. When
there is harmony between the core beliefs of parents and children, both
seek similar values in other families and friends. That is why ultimately:

Peer pressure on a child is only
as strong as family identity is
weak.

The closer the values between the parents and teen, the stronger
the allegiance and the less likely that the teen will drift away from
parental guidance and training. Values-based parenting
wonderfully facilitates the natural process by which children
first associate with their parents then gain a sense of
belonging, and finally pledge their allegiance to the family
values.
In healthy families, adolescence is not a time when teens seek a
new identity but rather attempt to validate the one they already
have. Any identity crisis for these kids took place much earlier in
life under the training of their parents.
Generally speaking, unless driven by unmet relational needs, teens
don’t seek a primary identity apart from their families. 1
1

(Borrowed in part from “Along the Middle Years Way”, Gary Ezzo, Growing Families International, 1997),
Identity Based Spiritual Formation for Teens, Chris Campbell, Freedom in Christ Ministries USA 2012,
Leading Teens to Freedom in Christ, Chris Campbell, Freedom in Christ Ministries USA, 2011
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My Family’s Core Values… What would you say
your family “Stands For”?
In the Space below, see if you can list 5 or 6 positive characteristics you
hope people notice when they consider your family.

A Word on Blended
Families…

What are some practical ways parents can
instill family Identity into the heart of a child?

Regardless of
history of your
family unit (be it
brief or long),
today is the day to
“Come Together”
over the Core
Values your family
unity will be known
for. First, take the
time for parental
agreement and
then invite the
children into the
discussion. You
just might be
surprised by the
uniting power of
shared identity…
even in a blended
family.
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“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. 5And you must
love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your strength.
6
And you must commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these commands I am giving
you today. 7Repeat them again and again to your children. Talk about them when
you are at home and when you are away on a journey, when you are lying down
and when you are getting up again. 8Tie them to your hands as a reminder, and
wear them on your forehead. 9Write them on the doorposts of your house and on
your gates.
10
“The LORD your God will soon bring you into the land he swore to give your
ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It is a land filled with large, prosperous
cities that you did not build. 11The houses will be richly stocked with goods you
did not produce. You will draw water from cisterns you did not dig, and you will
eat from vineyards and olive trees you did not plant. When you have eaten your
fill in this land, 12be careful not to forget the LORD, who rescued you from
slavery in the land of Egypt. 13You must fear the LORD your God and serve
him…. Deuteronomy 6:4-12

10 Commandments
1. No Other Gods
2. No Idols

Did	
  You	
  Know?	
  
7. Don’t Commit
Adultery

3. Respect my Name

8. Don’t Steal

4. Honor the Sabbath

9. Don’t Lie or bear

5. Honor Your Parents

False Witness

6. Don’t Murder

10. Don’t Covet

Which one of those first 4 can you remove and not affect your
spirituality?

The first four
commandments
reeflect a vertical
relationship with
God (vertical).
The last six
commandments
reflect our
relationship with
humanity
(horizontal).

Which one of the last 6 can you remove and still remain a
civilized?

10 Commandments = Lowest Standard for
health and identity.
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Based on Deuteronomy 6:4-12

1. Purposeful Conversations
Ø Do you talk to your kids about the moral reason why behind
your family standards?
Ø Do you ever take the time to point out the consequences of
bad choices and poor values to you kids?
Ø From where do you ultimately derive your family’s identical
and values system? From good ideas?... or time tested
eternal truth?

A Recent poll found
that on average
teens spend 5
minutes/day talking
with their dad.
YIKES!
Used to Have Answers,
Now I Have Kids by Phil
Callaway, Harvest House
Publishers. 2000

Ø How familiar are you with God’s standards?
Are you purposely helping your kids to Love What is Right? Believe What is
True? So that they might Reserve What is Sacred?

2. Routine
What is the consistency and frequency of spiritual conversation
in your home?
Ø Do you pray with your family on a regular basis?
Ø Do you worship with your family on a regular basis?
Ø Do you serve others with your family on a regular basis?
Ø Do you routinely praise manifestations of purity, positive attitudes?
Ø How often do you remind your children of what your family stands
for? (Joshua 24:13)
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Based on Deuteronomy 6:4-12 (Cont.’)

3. Personal Obedience and Compliance
Do you hold yourself to the same standard as your children?
He has showed you, O man, what is good.
And what does the LORD require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8

Ø Blessed are the dads whose career is not their god.
Ø Blessed are the moms who can refrain from gossip
Ø Blessed are the dads who don’t make objectifying remarks about
women
Ø Blesses are the moms who choose not to show a disrespect
toward the opposite gender.

4. Inviting our Children into the “Bigger Story”.
Remember the Context of Deuteronomy 6:4-12. Moses was speaking
to the first generation of Jews to enter the land promised to their
ancestors by God.
God had demonstrated His love for the Hebrew nation. He had
referred to them as His chosen people. They were to step onto a
world stage and make the world a better place while pointing to
the reality of God’s love and salvation for all of mankind.
Ultimately, these people were chosen to bring forth the promised
Messiah, the Savior of the World, the Christ.

These people were
to remind their
children to
participate in an
epic story that
represented
something much
bigger than the
individual and the
personal pursuit of
happiness.

16

Notes:	
  

#4 Cont.
Look at what Peter has to say about followers of Jesus:
9

…for you are a chosen people. You are a kingdom of priests, God’s
holy nation, his very own possession. This is so you can show others the
goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his wonderful
light.
10

“Once you were not a people;
now you are the people of God.
Once you received none of God’s mercy;
now you have received his mercy.”
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Dear brothers and sisters, you are foreigners and aliens here. So I warn
you to keep away from evil desires because they fight against your
very souls. 12Be careful how you live among your unbelieving
neighbors. Even if they accuse you of doing wrong, they will see
your honorable behavior, and they will believe and give honor to
God when he comes to judge the world. 1 Peter 2:9-12

Most kids fail to live to their fullest potential because they don’t understand the
loftiness of God’s story and their role in it.

When you convey these things to your children, you will be building
family identity and your children will stand strong in virtue and purity.

My Thoughts:

My Response:
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Prohibitive and Positive Training
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The mind has the capacity to learn truth and to store up truth in
what can be thought of as a Moral Warehouse.

Establishing the “Moral Warehouse”
I have stored up your word in my heart,
that I might not sin against you. Psalm 119:11
6

And these words that I command you today shall be on your
heart. 7You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall
talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the
way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8You shall bind
them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between
your eyes. 9You shall write them on the doorposts of your house
and on your gates. Deuteronomy 6:6-9

Think	
  	
  
About	
  It:	
  
Being a people of great
conviction does not
necessarily translate
into great parenting
techniques.
Consider
Joshua 2:10

The Functional Capacity of the Moral
Conscience:
1. It Receives instruction.
2. It Stores instruction.
3. It Governs instruction.

In order for data to be stored in the Moral Warehouse of the mind, it
must be qualified as “Moral” and therefore linked to the reason “Why.”
Without the Moral Reason Why:
•
•
•
•
•

We are simply trying to conform our children into our
preferences.
We are leave are children ill-prepared to make right decisions
based on God’s Special revelation.
Family standards are eventually viewed as preferences.
Ultimately, God’s standards may be viewed as preferences.
We minimize retention.
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The Moral Reason “Why” is always tied to the
Scriptures.

Notes:	
  

	
  

Do Not Lie, steal
Or cheat (Ex. 20:
15,16; Lev.19:11-13

Honesty

God is True

,,,I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their
hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34And
no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother,
saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the
least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive
their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” Jeremiah 31:
33b-34

A well stocked, Moral Warehouse will resource the Moral
Conscience in 4 key ways:
1. Your Conscience will Warn

you when you are about

to do wrong.
2. If you do wrong, your conscience will Trouble you.
(You’ll feel guilty.)
3. Your Conscience will Prompt

you to do what is right.

4. If you do right, your conscience will Encourage you.

Rather than being desensitized, and trading truth for lies (Romans
1:23), our children will become critical thinkers. They will not only
have the ability to make moral assessments, but their minds will be
sensitive to the moral conscience. In every scenario, their
conscience will search the Moral Warehouse for any relevant data.
Then, they will be able to confidently respond.
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Positive and Prohibitive Training

The human conscience is developed both positively
and prohibitively.

Prohibitive Training is most beneficial in the early years.
(10 mos – 3yrs) Restraint and Discouragement
Positive Training is most beneficial after 3yrs of age.
(At this stage a child can more readily process
moral data on a cognitive level.)
Encouragement and Celebration

Notes:	
  

We are limited by time in
this parenting workshop
therefore it is necessary
to keep our focus on the
proactive training of the
conscience. It should be
noted that correction and
discipline are equally
important in the strategy
of Biblical parenting.
Hopefully we will have
opportunity at a later date
to discuss consistent and
creative discipline.

Important!!!
The transition from Prohibitive to Positive Training must take place
for healthy moral development.
Ultimately, your child’s heart should govern their behavior in a
sanctified way and make the way for the Holy Spirit’s control. The
goal is for our children to Love What is Right; Believe What is True;
and Reserve what is Sacred.
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For the love of Christ controls us…. (2 Corinthians 5:14)

Fear of reproof will only take you so far. Our judgment can become
clouded and we begin to doubt God’s love and provision.
A Healthy moral conscience says, “I ought to because it is right
” or, “I should not because it is __wrong________
.”
The Prohibitive Conscience displayed in older children typically
says, “I have to do this, or else
.” And operates in an ongoing
state of Potential _____guilt______
.
Failing to provide the Moral Reason Why, attempting to
manipulating behavior, and authoritarian parenting all impair
the transition into positive training.
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PROHIBITIVE CONSCIENCE TEST
Scale:
1 = Never true of me

3 = Sometimes true of me

7 = Usually true of me

10 = Always true of me

5 = Half yes/half no

(If a question does not apply, think of how you might respond.)

___When someone says, "I need to talk with you right away!" I get
nervous and begin to wonder what I did wrong.
___Even as an adult, somehow I am made to feel guilty by my
mother or father if I do not do what she or he asks or demands.
___Somehow my mother-in-law/father-in-law make(s) me feel guilty if
I do not do what she or he asks or demands.
___If fifty people told me I did a good job, but one person did not like
what I did and was critical, the discouragement from the one person
would be greater than the encouragement of the fifty.
___Sometimes I go to church even when I do not want to just out of
the fear that someone might say something about me if I were not
there.
___My tendency, when I am in a disagreement with another person,
is to give in and say to myself, it really doesn’t matter anyway.
___I constantly seek affirmation from those who are closest to me.
___When I’m asked to help a friend or relative, and I need to say no
for legitimate reasons, I still feel guilty.
___I am the one who usually says "I’m sorry."
___I fear losing my child’s love when I discipline him or her.
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Score	
  Table:	
  
76-100 pts. Excessively high prohibitive conscience
61-75 pts.

Seriously high prohibitive conscience

46-60 pts.

High prohibitive conscience

35-45 pts.

Low prohibitive conscience (You can work it out.)

25-34 pts.

Healthy Conscience

10-24 pts.

Moving toward a hardened conscience
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